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SUBJECT: CONSERVATIVES GAIN SHARPLY IN TOKYO ASSEMBLY 
REF: TOKYO 10425 

SUMMARY. AGAINST BACKDROP OF LACK OF CLEAR TRENDS IN 
VOTING PATTERNS IN UPPER HOUSE ELECTION. TOKYO MUNICIPAL 
ASSEMBLY ELECTION HELD CONCURRENTLY APPEARED TO OFFER 
SOMEWHAT BETTER EVIDENCE OF CHECK IN DECLINE OF CONSER- 
VATIVE FORTUNES AND MOVE TOWARDS CENTER. TO BE SURE, 
TOKYO CANNOT SPEAK FOR ALL OF JAPAN, BUT IT IS OF INTEREST 
THAT LDP GAINED A BIT; SOCIALISTS (JSP) AND COMMUNISTS 
(JCP) LOST 5 PERCENT AND 6 PERCENT OF VOTE RESPECTIVELY; 

AND NEW LIBERAL CLUB (NLC) TOOK 10 PERCENT OF VOTE ITS FIRST 
TIME OUT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN ABSENCE OF CLEAR-CUT TRENDS IN RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, SWING TO CONSERVATIVES 
IN CONCURRENT ELECTION FOR 126-MAN TOKYO MUNICIPAL 
ASSEMBLY ATTRACTED CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION. FORMER 
RULING COALITION OF CGP, JSP AND JCP LOST SIXTEEN OF 
70 SEATS WON IN 1973, PLUS NEW SEAT CREATED IN INTERIM, 
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TO PREVIOUS OPPOSITION GROUPING OF LDP, NLC, DSP AND 
INDEPENDENTS, WHICH NOW HOLDS 72 SEATS. HARDEST HIT 
WAS JCP WHICH LOST 13 OF ITS 24 SEATS. JSP WAS DOWN 2 
AND CGP DOWN 1. BIGGEST GAINER WAS YOHEI KONO'S NLC, 

WHICH WON 10 SEATS IN ITS FIRST TIME OUT. LDP PICKED 

UP 5 SEATS AND DSP AND INDEPENDENT 1 EACH. SIGNIFICANTLY, 

NLC WIN GIVES THEM CASTING VOTE IN NEW ASSEMBLY. 
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2. IN POPULAR VOTE, LDP CONTINUED ITS GRADUAL INCREASE, 

UP 2 PERCENT FROM PREVIOUS ELECTION. JSP CONTINUED ITS SHARP 
DESCENT, LOSING ABOUT 5 PERCENT AS IT ALSO DID FOUR YEARS 
EARLIER. CGP DROPPED 3 PERCENT FROM ITS BASE IN PREVIOUS TWO 
ELECTIONS. DSP, SMALLER PARTIES AND INDEPENDENTS REMAINED ROUGHLY 
SAME. NLC TOOK 10 PERCENT OF VOTE, BUT WHAT ATTRACTED MOST 
NOTICE WAS JCP REVERSE. PARTY SPURTED 6 PERCENT LAST TIME, 

ONLY TO LOSE SAME PERCENTAGE THIS TIME. RESULTS SUGGEST 
THAT SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF COMMUNIST VOTE MAY HAVE BEEN 
PROTEST VOTE WITH THIN OR NON-EXISTENT IDEOLOGICAL BASE, 

AND THAT THIS RELATIVELY UNCOMMITTED BLOC FOUND A HOME WITH NLC. 

3. AS USUAL, LOCAL FACTORS WERE ALSO AT WORK. FACING 
NLC CHALLENGERS FOR FIRST TIME, LDP WAS WORKING FLAT OUT 
NOT ONLY FOR ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES. BUT TO ASSURE UPPER 
HOUSE LOCAL CONSTITUENCY VICTORY. BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
WAS UNUSUALLY INTERESTED IN ELECTION, SINCE LEFTIST 
TOKYO GOVERNOR MINOBE HAS SCHEDULED NEW TAXES FOR NEXT 
YEAR AIMED AT BIG BUSINESS AS WAY OF REDUCING HIS 
SUBSTANTIAL BUDGET DEFICIT. FINALLY, MINOBE'S PREVIOUS 
SUBSTANTIAL POPULARITY IS DECLINING STEADILY AS BUDGET 
PINCH PREVENTS START OF NEW WELFARE PROGRAMS. 

4. ASSEMBLY OUTCOME HAS GREATLY ENCOURAGED LDP AND 
WAS PARTICULAR BRIGHT SPOT FOR NLC IN ITS INITIAL 
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MUNICIPAL ELECTION APPEARANCE. IT WAS OCCASION FOR REAL 
WORRY ON PART OF JSP, COMPOUNDING PARTY'S UPPER HOUSE 
ELECTION GLOOM. RESULTS ALSO CALL INTO QUESTION JCP 
ABILITY TO MOVE BEYOND ITS NORMAL ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT 
BASE IN THIS CITY. WHICH INCLUDES ONE-TENTH OF NATION S 
POPULATION. ALL IN ALL, OUTCOME PROVIDED COMFORT FOR 
CONSERVATIVES IN FUN CITY EAST, WHERE THEY HAD NOT 
BEEN HAVING ALL THAT MUCH FUN OF LATE. 

MANSFIELD 
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